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1 . BUREAU OF CUSTOMS HAS INFORMED DEPARTMENT THAT 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS ON IMPORT OF PRE- COLUMBIAN MONUMENTAL 
AND ARCHITECTURAL ARTIFACTS, REF B, WILL GO INTO EFFECT 
APPROXIMATELY APRIL 15, 1973. AS POINTED OUT REFTELS, IN 

ORDER FOR A COUNTRY TO BE PROTECTED BY THESE REGULATIONS, 

ITS DOMESTIC LAW MUST PROVIDE FOR REGULATION OF EXPORT OF 
ARTIFACTS SUCH AS THOSE COVERED BY PROPOSED CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 

2. DEPARTMENT THUS FAR HAS NOT BEEN INFORMED AS TO WHETHER 
HONDURAN LAW PROVIDES FOR SUCH REGULATION. DESPITE SEVERAL 
REQUESTS THAT EMBASSY INQUIRE OF GOH AS TO RELEVANT 
HONDURAN LAW, OR, IF NECESSARY, THAT EMBASSY ITSELF DO 
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APPROPRIATE RESEARCH. WE CONSIDER THAT ABSENCE OF HONDURAS 
FROM LIST OF PROTECTED COUNTRIES WOULD BE GREATLY PREJUDI- 
CIAL TO SUCCESS OF REGULATIONS IN CURBING ILLICIT TRAFFIC 

IN PRE- COLUMBIAN ARTIFACTS IN LIGHT OF THAT COUNTRY' S 
VERY SIGNIFICANT MAYAN HERITAGE. 

3. IN VIEW OF FOREGOING AND OF IMMINENT PROMULGATION OF 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS REF B. DEPARTMENT URGES THAT EVERY 
REPEAT EVERY EFFORT BE MADE TO DETERMINE WHETHER HONDURAN 
LAW REGULATES EXPORT OF PRE- COLUMBIAN ARTIFACTS, AND THAT 
EMBASSY TRANSMIT SUCH INFORMATION TO DEPARTMENT ASAP. ROGERS 
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